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Gotsu City Handboolk commemoratific the 20th anniversary of its merger and the 70th anniversary of its establishment
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Introducing the charms of Gotsu City

The lives of Gotsu City residents have
been greatly enriched by the presence of
the Gonokawa River, which flows through
the center of the city.

In 2024, Gotsu City celebrates 70 years
since its establishment and 20 years since
its merger with Sakurae Town.

In the following, we would like to
showcase the charms of this city, a
crossroads of people and goods since
ancient times, which is blessed with a
generous disposition and a warm,
welcoming attitude.
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Gotsu City's nature

Gotsu City is rich in natural beauty
from its blue sea that gradually
changes to a golden hue at
sunset to its mountains where
one can observe the subtle
changes of the four seasons and
from the green of new buds to
the red of autumn leaves and to
its river, whose beauty impacts all
the five senses. The scenery
created by water and greenery
never fails to strike and heal the
hearts of visitors.
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A city where people and nature are close
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| first moved to Gotsu City out of a desire to have a job that would keep me close to nature. Then | brought over my wife, who had traveled all over Japan as
a chef, and we opened an ltalian restaurant. In the future, | want to continue livening up the local scene while honing my cooking skills.
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Gotsu, a city people come back to
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Both my wife and | moved back here from outside the prefecture when we realized that Gotsu City was the place to live. Gotsu City has a pleasant natural environment,
and the distance between people is just right. | want to support the local children through food and leave to the next generation a "city people want to come back to."
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Promoting health and stimulating the local economy
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| moved to Gotsu City to help my father, who had already moved here, and | started my own mulberry business. Gotsu City’s mulberry leaves are rich in
nutrients and are used to make tea, jams, sweets and more. | want to convey the charms of Gotsu City to the whole of Japan and the world.
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A city supportive of people’s endeavors
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After moving back here from Hiroshima Prefecture, | used my knowledge of fermentation and furniture making, two long-standing interests of mine, as well
as my personal connections, to develop my own brewing method and brew craft beer using local agricultural products. Gotsu City is an attractive city that is

supportive of people’s endeavors.
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History of Gotsu

Gotsu City developed as a key
shipping point on the Sea of
Japan, and the townscape retains
all of its atmosphere to this day.
Sekishu roof tiles are highly
durable and popular with people
from northern Japan. Traditional
cultural expressions like Kagura
dance and Netsuke sculpting are
still very much alive, and the
open and airy atmosphere that
has graced the city since ancient
times still lives on today.
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Timeline of Gotsu City

It has been 70 years since
Gotsu City was established
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Sixth Gotsu City Comprehensive
Development Plan

Against the backdrop of problems like
natural disasters, population decline,
worsening financial situation and
weakening human relationships, the Sixth
Gotsu City Comprehensive Development
Plan was formulated in order to promote
collaborative urban development making
use of the city's characteristics and
resources and to set basic guidelines for
city administration in order to bring to life
our city's vision for the future.
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Mayor of Gotsu City
ATARU NAKAMURA

Turning Gotsu into an even shinier small gem of a city
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The year 2024 marks the 20th anniversary of the merger with Sakurae Town and the 70th anniversary of the establishment of Gotsu
City. | am truly grateful and honored to be able to welcome this memorable year in my role as mayor. | am committed to managing
Gotsu City in a sustainable manner so that, in spite of its small size, it will shine even brighter, and it will continue to develop for the

next 10, 20 years, and generations to come.

This handbook showcases various aspects of Gotsu City, offering an overview of the city, its tourist attractions, history, and culture. We
hope that this will be a useful way to familiarize yourself with our charming city. We appreciate your continued support of our efforts to

govern the city.
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